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We recognise at Brownsea we play, learn and interact with each other and 
the environment on the the ancestral lands of the Turrbal people. We 
acknowledge the First Australians as the traditional custodians of the 
continent, whose cultures are among the oldest living cultures in human 
history. We pay respect to the Elders of the community and extend our 
recognition to their descendants. 

 
Moreton Bay would have provided multiple resources to 
sustain many people. In 1823, the Shorncliffe Foreshore 
was described to have too many huts to count. In 1853, 
when free-people started to settle in Sandgate, 
they encountered strong Aboriginal resistance. In addition 
to the devastating conflict, other factors such as disease, 
loss of land, restricted access to food and water resources 
also made life difficult for the people in the area. A few 
small Aboriginal groups survived and their ancestors 
continue to have a strong connection to the Sandgate-
Shorncliffe area. 

 
 
It is recorded that the Turrbul people, who long inhabited 
the seashore, the creeks and lagoons, in what we know as 
the locality of Nudgee Beach to the Pine River, were a 

branch of the clan of the Yugarabul speaking people. This larger clan inhabited the area from 
North Brisbane and along the coastline of Nudgee, Sandgate to Caboolture. In their language 
the local Turrbal clan called their coastal land “Warra” – “an open sheet of water”.  This land 
we call Shorncliffe, Sandgate and Brighton. Their existence depended upon their knowledge of 
the seasons and their surroundings. The higher land from the cliffs at Shorncliffe was covered 
with tall trees – native eucalypts, Moreton Bay Ash, Iron Bark and Blue Gums. 
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Cleanup CheckList 

 

https://groups.operoo.com/public_forms/652953/new 

This is a checklist to be completed on closing Brownsea after it has been hired.  

Failure to complete the checklist to the required standard may result in a $100 cleaning fee. 

Maintenance Notification 
 
 

Let us know of anything that needs repair. A link coming is soon 
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Bookings 
A deposit of is due upon booking to confirm your placement through the booking system. 

Brownsea blanket badges may be purchased on-line only. Our Volunteers won’t handle cash. 

Insurance for Non-Scouting Members and Groups 
Groups who are not members of Scouts Australia wishing to hire the centre will need to provide their own personal 
and public liability insurance cover. Non-scouting Groups will be required to provide proof of insurance cover before 
occupying the centre. Individuals are required by Scouts Queensland to be “Supporters of Scouting”. Check out the 
branch website. 

Sharing the facility 
You may end up sharing the site with others. 

 Dormitory Accommodation and Kitchen 
Dining Includes shared access to BBQ, outside 
sink and Toilet Block also. 

Camping Access to BBQ, outside sink and 
Toilet Block available. 

Parties External to 
Scouting 

Option Hire the Dormitory Accommodation 
and Kitchen Dining Exclusively only 

Hire Camping on a Per Person Basis. 

Scouts Guides  Hire the Accommodation and Kitchen 
Dining Exclusively  

 OR book partial accommodation and 
elect to share with other groups 

Book places on a per person basis. 
Remember the site is limited in capacity 

Scout Supporters Camping 
 Individuals may signup as Scout Supporters via branch to access Scout Campsites. 

 As a rule School weeks 4pm Sunday to 4 pm Friday. Some availability may occur during the school holidays 
and this will be available on the calendar https://brownsea.qldscouts.com/ 

 Payment must be made in advance, at the rate in the Fees Schedule, before the key pass code will be issued 
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Facilities 

Accommodation Area 
The main hall is outfitted with bunks on two 
sides of a moveable partition. The main 
accommodation area can be separated into two 
sleeping areas (Ravens and Curlews). Separate 
accommodation is available in Wolves and Bulls. 

Small mattresses are approx 1900 x 600 x 80 

Large mattresses are approx 1900 x 800 x 200 

 

Key   Location Beds Area Beds Area 
(m2) 

Maximum 
Fire 
Requirement 

A  Blue End room 3 Bunk Beds (big mattresses) 6.5x2.5 3 16.25 6.5 

B  Green Small 
room 

4 Bunk Beds (big mattresses).    2.5x2.5 4 6 2.4 

C  Large room 
(Wheel end):  

10 bunk beds on raised deck plus 
another 6 bunk beds (small 
mattresses) 

(2.5m 
+7m) x 
9 

16 85.5 34.2 

D  Curlews (Non 
Wheel side of 
concertina 
door):  

6 bunk beds (small mattresses) 
plus another 6 freestanding beds 
(big mattresses) 

4.5m x 
9m 

12 40 16 

E   Office 2 Bunk Beds. Reserved for Staff   
   

     
35 147.75 59.1 
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Ravens 

 

 

Camping 
 Only tents (No Caravans are 

permitted on site) 
 The Green shaded area is 

the best location for tents.  
 Need to be able to maintain 

access to get craft out from 
under the dorm and from 
the gated area 

 Camping is available also on 
the grassy area near the 
water 
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Galley 
The galley is well equipped with a coffee machine 
(nespresso pods), commercial gas stove and oven, 
microwave oven, dish washer, fridge, freezer, urn, 
toasters and assorted cooking pots, trays, serving 
spoons etc. There are two wall mounted stainless 
steel preparation benches and a two-tiered island 
stainless steel work bench in the middle.  

The pantry has a supply of plates, 
cups bowls, cutlery 

 

Dining Area 
The dining area is equipped with tables and chairs. A 
Television is also installed, that can be used with a 
HDMI Connection. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Toilet and Shower Amenities 
The center is equipped with both male and female toilet. There are also heated shower areas. There is spare toilet 
paper in the cupboard, immediately as you enter the male bathroom. If stocks are low, raise a maintenance 
notification (so we don't run out for another group). We don’t use paper hand towels 

Pizza Ovens 
We have two pizza ovens. These are great for youth 
members wishing to make pizzas. You may need to 
supply your own wood to run these. You may need 
to bring a ceramic base to cook your Pizzas on 
(bunnings has these). We raise these above the base 
to with steel brake disks to get an even heat. 

They are currently mounted on a Trolley. Please 
carefully move them out from under the building 
before lighting them. 
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BBQ 
We have a BBQ attached outside. Note you may need to supply a spare 
gas bottle of no staff are available. Please make sure it is cleaned down 
for the next person and covered at the end of the stay to protect it from 
the elements. 

 

 

 

 

 

Air conditioning 
There is no air conditioning. We do find the sea breezes keep the area 
much cooler than the rest of Brisbane. Sandgate was an early escape for 
people from the city to come to cool off. 

 

 

Rafting Materials 
Rafting Materials are free to use for anyone to use who holds the correct 
qualifications. We ask that you share them if there are others on site. 
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Keys and Key Safe Location 

 

 

There are two types of key 

Hirers Key Staff Key 

Allows Access to  

 Front Chain 
 Toilets 
 Dorm 
 Kitchen 
 Dining 

Allows Access to  

 Front Chain 
 Toilets 
 Dorm 
 Kitchen 
 Dining  
 Back Chains 
 Boat Shed 
 Lifejackets and Boat Storage on Ground Floor under the Dorm 
 Office 
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Checklists for Visiting Groups 

 
 Before Arrival  
 Confirm you have the code for 

the Key Safe.  
 

 Share the What to Bring to 
Brownsea List 

 

 Appoint a group of Parents to 
assist with Cleanup before pickup 

Kitchen, Dining, Male Toilets, Accommodation Dorm, Outside, BBQ are all 
areas that will need adult supervision 

 Bring your own Gas Bottle if you 
plan to use the BBQ 

Note: If Staff are there over the weekend running activities then 
replacement gas bottles are available. 

 Bring wood if you plan to use the 
Pizza Ovens 

Note: As of 2023 there is approximately a years’ worth of wood, though 
you may need an axe to split it. 

 Every participant must have 
“swimming” signed off by their 
parent/guardian on the C4 for 
them to participate in water 
activities.   

It is the responsibility of the Groups' own leaders to ensure this practice 
has been adhered to.  Leaders need to make sure that the Brownsea 
Leader in Charge is aware of any individuals who cannot swim or who 
have medical or special 

 
 On Arrival  
 Use the code to access a hirer's 

key from our key safe,  
 

This is located on the brick wall next to the entry to the female bathroom 
(near the internal stairwell). This code will be changed periodically, 
however, you will be notified of the code two days prior to arrival.  

 Chains Unlock the Chains on the Gate. On the front chain there are two padlocks 
one is a padlock for “containers for change” padlock. Your key will not 
open this one. 

 Light both the gas hot water 
systems. 
 

We turn off the heaters (there is one on either side of the main building 
on the ground (large grey cylinders).  The one on the left operates the 
male showers, and the one on the right operates the female showers and 
kitchen.  Please follow the instructions on the inside of the cover, to light 
them. If this does not work ensure the gas bottles are turned on at the 
back (we leave two on so there should be gas still in the other two).   

 Meet any other Occupants Agree on the items in the cleanup checklist that you will each complete 

 
 Brief Occupants  
 Fire Evacuation Brief Walk the fire evacuation route with all the youth members. In the event 

of an emergency. It is your responsibility to make sure they know what to 
do before they stay. You are the fire Warden. 

 Enclosed Shoes Brief Remind occupants of the Scout requirement that enclosed shoes are 
always worn (except in the showers). Hazards exist in the grass from 
maintenance activities, on the ramps, beach, in the kitchen and around 
tents. Encourage Adults to set the right example. 

 Sun safe and Hydration brief Set expectations for broad brim hats, sun smart clothes, sunscreen, and 
water 

 Traffic and Boundaries Explain the risks of playing in the carpark. Explain the risks of backing 
trailers, boats, and water. Set boundaries and expectations of needing an 
adult to manage these risks. 
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 Bins Encourage your youth members not to put rubbish in all the bins, or you 

will have a lot of work to put them all out at the end of your stay. 
 Food Explain to youth that Vermin such as Roaches, Rats, Possums and Snakes 

do come to visit when food is not put in Bins. Encourage youth to sit for 
meals, and to clean up any scraps. Asking occupants to not consume food 
in the Dorms, will make cleanup easier for you 

 Child Safety Remind youth and adults of the need to report to someone they trust, 
and to seek another if they are not happy with the answer. Remind them 
of the buddy system around toilets and showers. 

 Recycling Educate youth members on where recycled items go. Containers into the 
Red Bin. The volunteers at Brownsea will be much happier if Scouts do 
the right thing by the environment. 

 
 During your Stay  
 Report any damage, low stock or any 

safety concerns 
Raise a maintenance notification 
 
 

 Should the power trip while you are 
there 

Reset any switches that have tripped. The fuse box is on the dorm 
building near the water tank. Please try to identify what may have 
tripped the circuit and raise a maintenance notification. 
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Clean Up Checklists 
 Clean up After Activities  

B1 Make sure all youth understand no showers until all the gear is put away  

B2 Rinse Lifejackets in a bucket and hang them to dry. Try to find a location out of direct UV  

B3 Clean down paddles  

B4 Derig Boats, Wash down Boats (on the trailer is easier for Canoes)  

B5 Sort the lifejackets into the same sizes and store away under the building  

B6 Help put the boats away  

 
 Accommodation Dormitories  

F1 Lift Mattresses to clean out any rubbish that may be under them  

F2 Sweep out any dust, grass, etc.  

F3 Ensure all louvres are closed  

F4 Ensure all external doors are locked  

F5 Ensure the flood light and balcony lighting is turned off  

 
 Female Toilets  

F1 Shower and Toilet Cubicles are clean  

F2 Toilets have been cleaned.  

F3 Empty toilet rolls have been disposed of.  

F4 Toilet Rolls in stalls have been replaced in the stalls (new ones in the boys’ cupboards)  

F5 Floors have been swept and hosed down  

F6 Rubbish Bins Have been emptied  

F7 Shower mats are lifted to drain  

F8 Shower Curtains are stretched out to dry properly, to prevent mould.  

F9 Any Lost Property placed in the rubbish or the bin outside the Female Toilets  

 
 Male Toilets  

M1 Shower and Toilet Cubicles are clean  

M2 Toilets have been cleaned.  

M3 Empty toilet rolls have been disposed of.  
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M4 Toilet Rolls in stalls have been replaced in the stalls (new ones in the boys cupboards)  

M5 Floors have been swept and hosed down  

M6 Rubbish Bins Have been Emptied  

M7 Shower mats are lifted to drain  

M8 Shower Curtains are stretched out to dry properly, to prevent mould.  

M9 Any Lost Property placed in the rubbish or the bin outside the Female Toilets  

M10 Maintenance Requests have been raised for low stock or Damaged Items  

 
 

 Galley / Kitchen  

K1 The fridge and freezer have been cleaned and emptied of perishables  

K2 All the surfaces in the kitchen have been cleaned and wiped down  

K3 Recyclables have been placed in the correct bin  

K4 The bin has been emptied and a new liner placed inside  

K5 Maintenance Requests have been raised for low stock (Detergent, bin Liners, Scourers, Floor cleaner) 
or Damaged Items 

 

K6 All the windows have been securely closed.  

K7 Turn the main gas off to the oven / stove.  

K8 The floor has been swept and mopped  

 
 Admin  

A1 I have sat down with the leader in charge of the activity to complete the LIC Log for numbers, badges 
etc. 

 

A2 A copy of any incident reports has been shared with contact@brownsea.scoutsqld.com.au  

 
 Mess/ Dining Area  

D1 The chairs and tables have been wiped down and stacked against the wall  

D2 All the lights have been turned off (internal and external).  

D3 Windows are closed   

D4 Floors have been swept and mopped  

D5 Any items used in the Brownsea First Aid Kit have been flagged for replacement with a maintenance 
request. 

 

D6 Maintenance Requests have been raised for low stock or Damaged Items  

D7 Both sliding doors are locked  
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 Outside  

O1 All Plastic Tables, Chairs and the Pizza Ovens have been cleaned put away where they came from  

O2 Female end gas water heater has been switched off  

O3 Male end gas water heater has been switched off  

O4 BBQ cleaned down properly and cover replaced  

O5 Grounds are clear of rubbish  

O6 Recycling has been put in the correct bin. Bottles, poppers cans have been put into the red bin.  

O7 Bins have been put out on the road ready for collection  

O8 Check the lost property bin for items from your group  

O9 Entrance Gate Chain is up and locked  

O10 Key is back in lock box under the stairs  

O11 The site is looking as good as, if not better than, when we arrived.    

 

 

Figure 1 One of our favourite groups "Budda's Light" always leaves Brownsea better than they found it
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Fire Escape Plan / Evacuation Map 

 

Fire Warden 
In the evening the Water Activities Team may have 
gone home. The Leaders who make the booking are 
required to have briefed everyone that is staying how 
to evacuate, to make sure the building is clear and to 
ensure the Emergency Services are notified. You are 
the designated Wardens for the duration of your stay. 

Fire Extinguishers 
All of the fire extinguishers at Brownsea are powder 
extinguishers. Powder extinguishers are a good multi-
purpose fire extinguisher because they can be used 
on Class A, B and C fires. They can also be used on 
fires involving electrical equipment however, they do 
not cool the fire so be aware that it can re-ignite. 

Fire Blanket 
A fire blanket is in the kitchen 

Smoke Alarms 
We have an interconnected Smoke detection alarm 
system.  

Hose Reel  
There is a fire hose downstairs in the red hose reel. In 
an emergency, and if safe, please break and remove 
key, unlock and use on the fire. Water must not be 
used on an electrical or fat fire. 
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Evacuation Point 
Our assembly area for an evacuation is in-front of the VMR Jetty.  This keeps people away from the driveway which 
the Fire Brigade will use to access water and the building.
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Water Isolation 
 

 

Brownsea Water 
Isolation Valve 

VMR Brisbane 
Isolation Point 

Brownsea Water 
Isolation Valve 

VMR Brisbane 
Isolation Valve 
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Instructions for Starting the Oven 

 
1. Turn on the gas main 

2. Lie on the floor so you can see the pilot through the hole 

3. Switch the main control to pilot and depress.   

4. Click the piezo switch, looking into the large hole above it (slightly to the 
left) for the pilot light to engage. 

5. Once this has started, continue holding in for up to 30 seconds. 

6. Now release, and change the control to use the oven as desired. 

 

 Please note: 
 The stove top is simply lit with a BBQ lighter and holding in the desired 

switch to activate the gas (once the gas main is on). 

 Please do not forget to turn the main gas off when you are finished 
using the oven / stove. 

 

Figure 2 Examples from South 
Brisbane Chinese demonstrating 
how to lie on the floor to light 
the oven... 
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Water Heating (Showers and Kitchen Hot Water) 
 There are two water heaters  

o One under the central Stairs for the Girls and the Kitchen (watch your head and back when 
accessing) 

o One under the Dining Room Stairs for the Boys Showers (access via the gate under the stairs, by the 
rafting materials) 

 

 

General Instructions.  
 Please turn the Heater on when you arrive for hot water 

 Please remember to turn the gas heater off when you leave to save gas. 

 If lighting the heater pilot lights please follow the instructions on the inside of the covers and replace the 
covers when in use. 
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Local Attractions 

Lower Moora Park Shorncliffe 

In 2015 the United Nations 
launched the Global Goals for 
Sustainable Development. 
These 17 goals aim to achieve 
sustainable outcomes through 
improved social, economic and 
environmental sustainability by 
2030. Scouting was there when 
the SDGs were launched.  
 
World Scouting has been on 
the front lines of creating a 
better world for over a 
century, doing our bit to 
address inequality and support 
a thriving environment. We 
have an action-oriented 
approach to education, 
designed to equip our 
members with the skills to be 
active citizens and contribute 
to sustainable development.  
 
In 2017, we took that 
commitment a step further 
with Scouts for SDGs 
(#Scouts4SDGs), mobilising 
millions of Scouts to make the 
world’s largest coordinated 
youth contribution to the 
SDGs. We need to work 
together to achieve these 
goals. 

Steps we are taking at Brownsea 
 Participation in Clean up Australia Day  
 The co-development of educational packages with Griffith 

University (environmental and related to the marine environment) 
 The cessation of the use of paper towelling in the bathrooms 
 As funding allows upgrading lighting to LED based lighting 
 Education on the impact of upstream urban environment on water 

quality 
 Installation of water saving taps, and the use of tank water 
 Planning for less environmental impact when we replace our hot 

water heating (within the constraints of having a golf course next 
door) 

 We have replaced Male and Female dorms with names of the first 
patrols 

 Discontinued the use of Glitter at Joey activities to reduce the 
microplastics in the environment 

Steps you can help us take at Brownsea 
 Turning off the power, heaters, and gas when not in use 
 Educating youth to put recycling and waste in the right place 
 Encourage youth to bring to use multiple use drink bottles (and to 

take them home again) 
 Following our Environmental Impact Activity Code on activities 
 Minimising the use of plastic that can find its way into the marine 

environment 
 Discourage and Educate youth wanting to take or kill things from the 

marine environment.  
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Lower Moora Park is the perfect seaside playground 
with a bit of sand, a fantastic playground and lots and 
lots of lovely shade to have afternoon BBQ’s with an 
ocean view. 

Baxters Jetty 

 

Baxters Jetty is a great spot to try a bit of fishing 

Boondal Wetlands Environmental Center 

 

Visit the new look Boondall Wetlands Environment 
Centre. You can view our environmental and cultural 

displays, discover facts about the wetlands flora and 
fauna, and learn about the importance of preserving 
natural areas. 

Meet our stick insects, play in the animation centre, 
browse the wetlands dioramas and enjoy the 
interactive display. 

 

Volunteer Marine Rescue Brisbane Inc 

 

VMR Brisbane are happy to take youth members 
through their boat and radio room to explain what 
they do to assist the community. 

 

Fish and Chips @ Shelly Inn 

 

(07) 3269 7154 
10am – 7pm 

62 Allpass Parade, Shorncliffe, Brisbane 



 

 

Local Hazards 

Stonefish at Shorncliffe (Why we wear 
shoes) 

This stonefish was found at the VMR pontoon. 
Despite measuring only 30 to 40 centimetres long, 
the venom that the stonefish produces is some of the 
most venomous in the world, and is fatal to not just 
marine animals but humans too.  

The stonefish has 13 sharp dorsal fin spines along 
their back, each armed with two venom glands which 
release the deadly substance when the fish is 
disturbed or stepped on.  

In addition, the stonefish also has two pelvic and 
three anal spines hidden underneath its thick skin. 
With their encrusted brown or grey skin, and red or 
yellow patches, the stonefish has the ability to blend 
incredibly well with its surroundings.  

Stonefish sink in the sand and wait patiently for 
shrimps or small fish to swim by so they cannot be 
seen easily. Unlike most species of fish, the stonefish 
is able to survive for up a full day out of water, which 
is an uncommon trait among the deep-sea animal 
kingdom. Sharks, stingrays and sea snakes prey on 
stonefish so perhaps the evidence of stingray 
indentations in the sand in front of our base is a good 
thing! 

Treatment for Stone Fish Stings 
• A bucket of warm water (not to hot other wise it 
will cause scolding) 
• Place both feet in the warm water (the good foot 
with act as a thermometer) 
• Seek medical attention as soon as possible. 



 

 

 

Brownsea Island – The First Scout Camp 

 

The camp BP organised from the 31st July to 9th August 1907 was actually an experimental summer camp to 
test his ideas in his book “Scouting for Boys” on Brownsea Island, a 500-acre, windswept tract in Poole 
Harbour off England’s southern coast 

 

The Boys 
The camp consisted of 20 boys form all kinds of backgrounds, 10 of them were from the Public schools of Eton 
and Harrow and were the boys of Army friends and other acquaintances of BP while of the remaining 10, 7 
were from the Bournemouth Boys Brigade and 3 from the Poole Boys Brigade, there was also Donald Baden-
Powell, BP’s 9 year old nephew and Simon Rodney, older brother of George, James and William on camp. 

The boys were divided up into 4 Patrols called Curlews, Ravens, Wolves and Bulls. For patrol identification, 
the boys were given long, wool streamers in different colours to pin on their left shoulder – green for Bulls, 
blue for Wolves, yellow for Curlews, and red for Ravens.  

Patrol Members 

Wolves Bulls Curlews Ravens 

Patrol Leader Patrol Leader Patrol Leader Patrol Leader 

B Wroughton T. Evans-Lombe G. Rodney H. Emley 

Each boy was given a brass fleur de lys badge which was fastened on to his coat; when he had passed a few 
tests ( knots, tracking, the Flag) he was given another brass badge to fasten below the first, a scroll with the 
words “Be Prepared” on it. Kaki scarves were also issued. 

  



 

 

Appendix A Building Classification 
Class 3 buildings 
A residential building, other than a Class 1 or 2 building, which... 

 A residential building, other than a Class 1 or 2 building, which is a common place of long term or transient 
living for a number of unrelated persons, such as: 

 boarding-house 
 hostel 
 backpackers accommodation 
 residential part of a hotel, motel, school or detention centre. 

Class 3 buildings could also include dormitory style accommodation, or workers’ quarters for shearers or fruit 
pickers. 
Class 3 buildings may also be “care-type” facilities such as accommodation buildings for children, the elderly, or 
people with a disability, and which are not considered to be Class 9 buildings. 
 

 

BUILDING ACT 1975 - SECT 216 

Meaning of budget accommodation building 

216 Meaning of budget accommodation building 

 

In all budget accommodation buildings- (a) the maximum number of persons to be accommodated in any bedroom is 
obtained by dividing the floor area of the room by 2.5 square metres per person; and (b) a minimum clear egress path 
of 900 mm is provided within the bedroom. 

Floor area means: (a) in relation to a building - the total area of all storeys excluding areas used to accommodate 
vehicles; and (b) in relation to a storey - the area of all floors of that storey measured over the enclosing walls, and 
includes (i) the area of a mezzanine within the storey, measured within the finished surfaces of any external walls; 
and (ii) the area occupied by any internal walls or partitions, any cupboard, or other built-in furniture, fixture or 
fitting; and (iii) if there is no enclosing wall, an area which has a use that- (A) contributes to the fire load; or (B) 
impacts on the safety, health or amenity of the occupants in relation to the provisions of the BCA; and (c) in relation 
to a room - the area of the room measured within the finished surfaces of the walls, and includes the area occupied 
by any cupboard or other built-in furniture, fixture or fitting. 

 

Public corridor means a space that serves as a means of egress from 2 or more rooms. 

https://www.epw.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0015/4308/mp-2-1-fire-safety-accommodation.pdf 

 


